
Event details are correct at time of printing – phone organisations to confirm

Saturday 9 October
Ma Bessie’s After Hours Party
7pm Ma Bessie and her Pigfoot Band introduce their new ‘After Hours Show’. 
Funny, saucy and full-on entertainment this is simply a must-have ticket. 
Grosvenor Casinos, Rose Kiln Lane, RG2 0SN 8www.tickettailor.com/events/
mabessieproductions/535579

Friday 15 October
Local to Global Action on the Climate Crisis
7.30pm With the COP26 global climate talks to be held in early November in 
Glasgow Alasdair Roxburgh, Director of Communities and Networks, Friends of 
the Earth, will look at why local campaigning action matters and how it influences 
international climate talks. Reading Friends of the Earth. online free Book via 
8www.readingfoe.org.uk or 8https://www.eventbrite.com/e/local-to-global-
action-on-the-climate-crisis-tickets-168068799303 John % 07503626167

Wednesday 20 October
There is No Planet B! 
4-5.30pm This 1.5-2hr workshop led by RISC’s education team is for teachers 
on working with students to address issues about climate change, and facilitating 
student led action projects. It is a fantastic way for teachers to raise awareness 
and run a whole school project. The workshop will explore how all members of the 
school community can become more aware of the issues behind the climate justice 
movement – and what choices they have in their daily lives at home, in school, in 
their local community, and how to take meaningful action, however small to fight 
the climate crisis. RISC, 35-39 London St, RG1 4PS ˙£30 per teacher Manju 
Patel-Nair % 07786 191555 8manju@risc.org.uk

Weather Not War
7.30-9.30pm Why we need a new approach to national security to fight climate 
change with guest speaker Jo Frew from Rethinking Security (8www.
rethinkingsecurity.org.uk). Reading Peace Group. online info 8www.facebook.
com/ReadingInternationalDevelopmentForum

Thursday 21 October 
Is debt strangling climate action in the global south?
7.30pm Covid-19 and extreme weather events show that governments should 
be prioritising funding for healthcare and tackling climate change. Instead, 
governments in the global south have to prioritise the servicing of crippling debts to 
some of the largest financial corporations. Daniel Willis from Global Justice Now 
will talk about ways in which we can change the global financial system to support 
these countries tackle climate change. Global Justice Reading & RISC. online free 
8https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86521032258?pwd=SC91WXlTOEVOeUlJVHVCZG1s
Um1FUT09 Jackie Oversby % 07745 31 0794 

Friday 22 October
Clean, Sustainable, Renewable African Hydrogen
7.30pm The African Hydrogen Partnership (8www.afr-h2-p.com) is the 
continent-wide African umbrella association solely dedicated to the development 
of green hydrogen and related business opportunities. Speaker Siggi Huegemann, 
Vice-Chair & Co-Founder, AHP. Reading Friends of the Earth. online free book via 
8www.readingfoe.org.uk or 8https://www.eventbrite.com/e/clean-sustainable-
renewable-african-hydrogen-tickets-167999794909 John % 07503 626167

Saturday 23 October
RG2 Live Radio Road Show
8pm Party People’z Productions present the RG2 Live Radio Road Show. Mixing 
the genres with Soul, RnB, Reggae, Afrobeat and Soca. This promises to be a Great 
Event with the station’s top DJs looking forward to keeping the Dance floor in the 
groove. Get your tickets early to save any disappointments. The Jazz Café, Shooters 
Way, RG2 0FL £9.21-£11.37 8https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rg2-live-radio-
road-show-tickets-167588286075

Wednesday 27 October
On Mt Kenya, 45 years apart 
7.15pm Two friends will discuss changes in Pt Lenana (Mt Kenya’s highest peak 
which doesn’t require technical rock-climbing) identified from comparing their 
climbs, one in 1970, the other in 2016. Austrian Alpine Club (UK). RISC, 35-39 
London St, Reading RG1 4PS ˙ free for AAC(UK) members & online/£3 non-
members book by 26 October Jan % 0118 986 3829 8aac.lectures.reading@
aacuk.org.uk

Sunday 31 October
Samhain Celebration with GreenSpirit Reading
10am Rekindling our deepest connection with the Earth and inspiring us to live 
more sustainably we invite you to gather online with us at the threshold of winter 
affirming renewal amidst decay and darkness. Green Spirit Reading. online free 
8https://www.eventbrite.com/e/samhain-celebration-tickets-169622530555 
Debbie % 0118 935 2169 8readinggreenspirit@outlook.com

Sunday 7 November 
Islamic Art Meets British Flowers Art Exhibition & Talk
4.30pm An exhibition and explanation of Hadil Tamim’s art, plus a short talk on 
Alison Millie’s project to plant 100 olive trees in Palestine’s West Bank in February 
2022. Kairos Reading. St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Ave, RG6 7JN Lindsey Sharpe % 
07811 348525 8kairosreading1@gmail.com

Saturday 13 November
What is Europe?
11am Inspired by the writing of anti-Nazi activist Sophie Scholl we will reflect 
and share on the questions: What is Europe for us? and What challenges face 
Europeans in the coming century? Reading Peace Works. Friends Meeting House, 
Church St, RG1 2SB free Please register your interest in case the event goes online 
Manuela % 07580 531739 8readingpeaceworks@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 13 October
film Kiss the Ground
7.30pm Kiss the Ground reveals that, by regenerating the world’s soils, we can 
completely and rapidly stabilize earth’s climate, restore lost ecosystems and create 
abundant food supplies. Soil is the missing piece of the climate puzzle. Berkshire 
Greenpeace. online free 8https://greenwire.greenpeace.org.uk/s/event/
a2X4H000000OcxnUAC/berkshire-greenpeace-reading-international-festival-film-
showing Brian Woodgate % 07724 585500

Thursday 14 October 
Humanity: under threat from climate change
7.30pm Climate change is a human rights issue. Rising global temperatures are 
already impacting on people’s fundamental rights to food, water, shelter, healthcare 
and beyond. Talk and discussion featuring Amnesty’s International Secretariat.  
online free, discretionary donation of £5 8https://none-plm.my.webex.com/
none-plm.my/j.php?MTID=ma47f48ce0eb94baff38b8d01bb89cf07 8amnesty.
reading@gmail.com 

film Limbo (12A)
8pm Omar is a promising young musician. Separated from his Syrian family, he 
is stuck on a remote Scottish island awaiting the fate of his asylum request. Ben 
Sharrock’s second feature is a funny and poignant cross-cultural satire that subtly 
sews together the hardship and hope of the refugee experience. Starring: Sidse 
Babett Knudsen, Kenneth Collard and Amir El-Masry. Reading Film Theatre, Palmer 
Building, UoR, RG6 2AH % 0118 378 7151 8www.readingfilmtheatre.co.uk
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Exhibitions
Sunday 24 October
Emerging Voices 
10.30am-6.30pm Emerging Voices is a project run by the Rising Sun Arts Centre 
supporting emerging curators to work with artists and communities in Reading. This 
one-day exhibition will feature work from two recent projects. 

Curator Khadija Niang commissioned artist Hadil Tamim to work with people from 
Reading Refugee Support Group to create a work inspired by the flowers and 
buildings of the countries represented by people in the group. The final work is a 
beautiful, detailed painting inspired by Hadil’s work which brings together Islamic 
art and British wildflowers. 

Curator Qamar Ayoubi commissioned Syrian artist Ahmad Alazami to work with 
community groups including Compass Recovery College, Deenway Montessori 
School, and Wild About Reading to create a wonderful, collaborative artwork. 
Participants guided by Ahmad contributed wooden panels which were brought 
together to create a piece which looked at the impact of lockdown on those 
involved.

Hadil Tamim’s book Islamic Art Meets British Wildflowers and Ahmad Alazami’s 
book Multi Dimensional Art Technique will both be available for purchase on the 
day. Rising Sun Arts Centre, 30 Silver St, RG1 2ST free % 0118 986 6788

12 October-13 November
Reading’s Slave Links
opening hours Tuesday-Sunday: 10am-6pm Reading’s links with the 
transatlantic slave trade, the campaign for its abolition and its long-lived 
aftermath. As we explore Reading’s involvement and the impact on our town’s 
development, its people and prosperity, we not only commemorate the connections 
amongst us, but also raise awareness of modern forms of slavery and injustice. 
Global Cafe, 35 London St, RG1 4PS ˙ free Zainab % 0118 958 6692

ReadingInternationalDevelopmentForum

@ReadingInForum

17-24 October
Act Now For Our Children’s World
Events will be exploring what changes we can make to move towards a world in 
which we can all thrive within the life-supporting systems of our common home.  
8oww@oneworldweek.org

“
”

We owe it to ourselves and to the next 
generation to conserve the environment 
so that we can bequeath our children a 

sustainable world that benefits all.
Wangari Maathai

Reading International 
Development Forum
The Forum aims to celebrate Reading’s diverse communities and action groups. 
The programme highlights the many international activities, twinning links and 
solidarity in Reading. The theme highlighted this year is:

Together We Can Halt Climate Change and 
Build a Better Future 
Let us act together to:
•	 Protect	biodiversity	by	healing	the	soil	and	air	for	life	on	earth.	
•	 Stop	squandering	Earth’s	finite	resources	
•	 Protect	all	human	rights	especially	of	people	displaced	by	land	theft,	war,	and	

environmental injustice.
•	 Change	the	economic	system	to	serve	all

The Festival includes Black History Month and One World Week.

If your organisation is planning an event with an international perspective, contact: 
% 0118 958 6692 8volunteers@risc.org.uk for information, about criteria 
and dates. All participating groups are included free and all help to distribute the 
leaflets throughout Reading.

Reading’s Slave Links


